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Trade in theCyberstates2009
Key Findings - National

Â U.S. high-tech merchandise exports totaled $223 billion in 2008, 
increasing by 1% from $220 billion in 2007. 

Â High tech was the largest overseas export sector - U.S. high-
tech manufactured goods comprised 17% of U.S. exports in 
2008.

Â Four of the eight high-tech export sectors saw growth in 2008.

Â Leading growth sectors were photonics (+12%) and 
electromedical equipment (+10%).

Â U.S. high-tech imports totaled $336 billion in 2008, down from 
$337 billion in 2007.

Â The largest markets for U.S. high-tech exports in 2008 were the 
European Union ($46.7 B), Canada ($28.9 B), Mexico 
($27.7B), China ($15.7 B), and Japan ($11.6 B).

Â U.S. high-tech exports supported 1.2 million U.S. jobs in 2008.

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census
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Trade in theCyberstates2009
Key Findings - Supplement

Â Although U.S. high-tech goods exports were up by $2.3 billion, 
or one percent in 2008, they began to decline in the 4th quarter 
ïdown eight percent from the 4th quarter of 2007.

Â The drop in high-tech exports steepened in the 1st half of 2009, 
with a decline of 22 percent compared to the 1st half of 2008.

Â This tracks closely with the overall decline in U.S. goods 
exports in the 1st half of 2009.

Â The tech sectors that saw the steepest decline in exports in the 
1st half of 2009 were:
ïsemiconductors (-39 percent)

ïconsumer electronics (-24 percent)

ïcomputers & peripheral equipment (-22 percent)

Â U.S. tech exports in the 1st half of 2009 totaled $87.4 billion 
while U.S. tech imports during that period totaled $132.4 billion, 
resulting in a midyear tech trade deficit of $45.1 billion.

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census
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High-Tech Trade
2007 vs. 2008

2007  2008  # Change

High-Tech Exports $220.3 B $222.6 B +$2.3 B

High-Tech Imports $337.0 B $336.2 B -$0.8 B

High-Tech
Trade Balance -$ 116.7 B -$113.6 B

(In billions of current U.S. dollars)
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Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census
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2007           2008    % Change

Total High-Tech Exports $220.3 B $222.6 B +1%

Semiconductors $60.6 B $59.0 B -3%

Computers & Peripherals $45.7 B $45.4 B -1%

Communications Equipment $30.7 B $33.2 B +8%

Industrial Electronics $33.9 B $33.2 B -2%

Electronic Components $19.0 B $19.2 B +1%

Electromedical Equipment $18.1 B $20.0 B +10%

Consumer Electronics $8.8 B $8.6 B -2%

Photonics $3.6 B $4.1 B +12%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

U.S. High-Tech Exports by Sector
(2007 vs 2008)

(In billions of current U.S. dollars)


