
 
 

Washington Technology Industry Association Reveals First Look Forum Finalists  
 

Up-and-Coming Entrepreneurs Will Showcase their Business Ideas May 14th at Exclusive Event 

 
SEATTLE, WA – May 7, 2014 – Washington Technology Industry Association (WTIA), the not-for-profit 
trade association that serves the networking, workforce development, and growth capital interests of 
technology companies in Washington state, today announced the top 15 never-seen-before, early-stage, 
growth-oriented startup companies selected to present at this year’s Spring First Look Forum™. First 
Look Forum, the association’s signature investor showcase event, will take place on Wednesday, May 
14th from 2:30pm to 7pm at the Davis, Wright, Tremaine LLP law offices in Seattle.  
 
"This year’s First Look Forum finalists demonstrate the depth and breadth of innovation at its earliest 
stages, across all industries taking place in Washington state,” said Michael Schutzler, CEO of WTIA. 
“Showcasing everything from revolutionary new plastics and industrial coatings to the first mobile-only 
crowdsourcing platform, our forum offers both angel and early stage venture capitalist investors the 
unique opportunity to be the first to discover these previously under-the-radar startups, our state’s 
hidden gems.”  
 
Selected from a pool of highly qualified applicants, these top entrepreneurs will have the opportunity to 
showcase their ideas for the very first time in front of panel of the region's top venture capitalists 
representing over 20 angel, venture and investment firms at the 2014 WTIA Spring First Look Forum™:  
 

1. BuildPulse (Brice Kosnik) BuildPulse analytics gives builders access to powerful insights from their 
building allowing them to anticipate issues, target areas to save money and spend less time hunting 
for problems and more time solving them. 

2. Fastbar (Brenton Webster) FastBar increases bar revenue and improves the attendee experience 
with a cashless RFID payment system designed for pop-up events. 

3. Gametiime (Jon Tam) Gametiime is Yelp for sports – a social discovery service that connects the 
everyday athlete with events, products and services empowering them to pursue their passion. 

4. Grow Plastics (Mike Waggoner) Grow Plastics is a materials science startup with a patent-pending 
technology to make the lightest, greenest and least expensive plastic materials.   

5. Hopela (Irena Menn) Hopela helps passionate donors discover the local non-profit organizations all 
around them, donate at the moment of inspiration and keep track of all their charitable giving in 
one convenient place. 

6. Joblie (Adam Dreiblatt) Joblie is the first mobile-only crowdsourcing platform. Using the power of 
the crowd and their smart devices, clients get the business insights they need, when they need 
them. 

7. Joggle (Thom McCann) Millions of people are adopting a life-long habit of engaging their minds 
through brain games. Joggle offers fun and challenging games with a large potential audience. 

http://www.washingtontechnology.org/
http://www.dwt.com/offices/Seattle/
http://www.buildpulse.com/
http://www.fastbar.co/
http://gametiime.com/
http://www.growplastics.com/
http://www.hopela.com/
http://www.joblie.com/
http://www.joggleresearch.com/


8. LuckySteps (Evan Henrich) LuckySteps offers mid-size companies in high-premium industries a 
simple, effective and fun workplace wellness program focused on physical activity promotion.   

9. Magikflix (Mamtha Banerjee) Magikflix is an ad-free, safe, curated video service for kids aged 12 and 
under, with a Netflix-style interface, parental controls and engaging edutainment content. 

10. MathChat (Sam Woodard) MathChat enables students to reach out to people they trust for help on 
their math homework using a real time collaboration platform on their mobile phones. 

11. Pathful (Campbell McDonald) Pathful captures all visitor interactions on a website, including mobile 
gestures like touch, pinch and zoom. Instead of providing charts and graphs, Pathful pulls out 
actionable insights for marketers to improve conversion. 

12. Ploto (Hari Sivaramakrishnan) Ploto empowers organizations to build great teams by enabling a 
data-driven approach to recruiting, hiring and managing talent. 

13. PolyDrop (Volha Hrechka) PolyDrop’s revolutionary additive transforms standard coatings into 
highly efficient dissipaters of electrostatic discharge. 

14. StratoScientific (Mahesh Mulumudi) StratoScientific develops high quality medical devices that 
increase the accuracy of essential medical practices. Their portfolio of products includes the StethIO, 
a smartphone stethoscope for visualizing and hearing heart sounds and the LesionSizer, a device to 
decrease unnecessary stents in angioplasty due to inaccurate lesion length measurement. 

15. Trialomics (Brig Mecham) The Trialomics platform saves companies massive amounts of money by 
turning genomic data analysis into a service.   

WTIA has mobilized partners and sponsors from across the industry to put on this one-of-a-kind event. 
Partners and sponsors this year include Madrona Venture Group, Seattle's Founders Co-Op, SURF 
Incubator, UpGlobal, Davis, Wright, Tremaine LLP, Silicon Valley Bank, Foster Pepper, Moss Adams, 
Perkins Coie, Kutscher, Rhodes & Benner Inc., Frommer Lawrence & Haug LLP, Pivotal Presentations, 
among others. The event is open to entrepreneurs and investors to attend. 

Each year, WTIA hosts more than 50 professional education and networking events created to assist 
companies in cultivating their businesses. To learn more about this and other events, visit 
http://www.washingtontechnology.org/firstlookforum/. 
 

About the Washington Technology Industry Association  
Founded in 1984, the WTIA is a not-for profit industry trade association that supports technology 
companies and professionals, acting as a catalyst for growth and awareness of the information and 
communications technology (ICT) sector in Washington state. The WTIA helps Washington technology 
companies prosper through three major strategic initiatives: advocacy, workforce development and 
fostering technology-based economic growth in the state of Washington. For more information, 
visit http://www.washingtontechnology.org. 
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Melissa Boggs     
Barokas Public Relations for WTIA 
WTIA@barokas.com  
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