
Introduction to 
Data Interpretation
Workshop 1



The Data Skills Census Workshops were organized and 
designed by the Washington Technology Industry 
Association (WTIA) to support Census 2020 outreach efforts. 
We are a  trade association that combines the power of 
member companies to solve problems they cannot easily 
solve alone.
 
Our mission is to build a strong technology sector in a 
thriving community



Agenda
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» Participant Introductions
» Introduction to reading data visualizations

» Overview of Census surveys, data sets, and data tools

» Practice using Census ROAM data tool (solo)

» Practice using Census ROAM data tool (team)

» Questions? 



Data Definition
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» Facts and statistics collected together for 
reference or analysis.
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Census Data….
» Determines representation in House of Representatives.
» Determines funding for many federal programs (more than $675 billion 

a year).
» Determines school districts, legislative districts.
» Is used for population, transportation, emergency management 

planning.
» Is used by businesses for market research.



Census Terms
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» Census Tracts: man-made concept by Census Bureau - an area roughly 
equivalent to a neighborhood for analyzing populations

Example: Census Tract 420.06, Snohomish County, Washington

» Zip Code: man-made concept by US Postal Services.

Example: 98275 – Mukilteo, WA

» City Limits and Neighborhood / Districts: state, provincial, or territorial 
law.

Example: you see it on various maps.



Census Surveys



Census Data Sets



Census Data Tools



Response Outreach Area Mapper



ROAM



ROAM 

15

Look up on census.gov/roam the census tract for: 
» Where you live
» Where you work
» Another place in the US you lived (or grew up)



ROAM
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Get into groups of 3-4 people and share a few 
interesting things you learned about:
» Where you live 
» Where you work 
» Another place in the US you lived (or grew up)



Competition Time

Please move on to Exercise 3.

The group who completes Exercise 3 the fastest will win 
a prize!



ROAM Group Exercise
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Determine which of the census tracts in your team’s pool of census tracts 
would be the appropriate answer for these questions:
» If you were a private developer, where would you build a high end shopping 

mall (like University Village)?

» If you were an early learning education nonprofit, where would you build a 
pre-school?

» If you were the state government, where would you put a free health clinic?
» If you were Comcast or CenturyLink, where would you advertise your 

discounted internet services?

» If you were Census, where would you focus your Census outreach efforts?



Other Data Sources
Sources from SPL:
» Most are accessible from home with a library card and pin number. On the topic of starting a 

business, we have a list of those at this link: 
https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/business/business-resources/tools-to-start-your-
business

» A couple highlights from the link above:

▪ DemographicsNow

▪ RMA eStatement Studies

▪ ReferenceUSA

https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/business/business-resources/tools-to-start-your-business
https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/business/business-resources/tools-to-start-your-business


Other Data Sources (continued)
More General:
» Statistical Abstract of the United States – some of these reports are based on things that can 

be found in the Census, but others come from a wide variety of government data sources.

» Microsoft Imagine Academy.  We also offer free Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) and 
Microsoft Technology Associate (MTA) exams.

» https://www.spl.org/online-resources/online-learning/microsoft-imagine-academy 

Here’s Seattle Public Library’s complete list of online resources: 
https://www.spl.org/online-resources/a-z-online-resources 

https://www.spl.org/online-resources/online-learning/microsoft-imagine-academy
https://www.spl.org/online-resources/a-z-online-resources


Next Steps
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» Write down any questions you still have on note cards with your 
contact info and we’ll get them answered

» Fill out survey
» Those who attend Workshop 3: Data Visualization will get free access 

to Data Story Academy online courses for FREE for a limited time 
(valued at $300) 



Upcoming Workshops
Seattle Public Library
» Workshop 2: Basic Data Visualization - 1/30 (4-6 pm)
» Workshop 3: Data Visualization- 2/8 (12-2 pm)

Lake Washington Institute of Technology
» Workshop 2- 1/28 (4-6 pm)
» Workshop 3- 2/5 (4-6 pm)

Kent Regional Library
» Workshop 2- 1/31 (4-6 pm)
» Workshop 3- 2/7 (4-6 pm)


